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Contact: Rick Gray, (406) 431-2689 (cell). Gray is attending the Board of Regents meeting in
Butte the rest of this week.
UIVTS HELENA COT APPOINTS INTERIM DEAN
MISSOULA The associate dean of the Helena College of Technology of The University of Montana
has moved up the ranks to assume a two-year interim appointment as dean.
Rick Gray, associate dean for academic affairs and University vice provost at Helena
COT since 1997, replaces Alex Capdeville, who took an unpaid, two-year leave of absence to
become interim chancellor of Montana State University-Northern in Havre.
Gray began his tenure at COT in 1982 as an electronics instructor. At that time the
school was known as the Helena Vocational Technical Center. It became part of UM in 1994
when the Montana University System was restructured.
UM President George Dennison said he made the selection based on Gray’s experience,
familiarity with the college’s programs and initiatives, and involvement in the Helena and
statewide communities.
“He comes to the position with wide support and a mandate to keep the college moving
forward,” Dennison said.
Gray said he looks forward to the challenge of building on COT’s success.
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“This is a real excitement for me because the college is in really good shape,” Gray
said. “It’s a good facility with good staff, and it’s on a growth cycle. It’s a good job to walk
into.”
Gray said he will spend the next week soliciting ideas about filling his former position.
He said the tentative plan is to shift responsibilities for some employees this semester and not
fill the vacancy until January.
A former vocational rehabilitation counselor in Iowa, Gray earned a two-year certificate
in electronics from COT in 1981. He took a two-year break from the technical center to teach
electronics at Helena’s Capital High School during 1987-89, then returned to COT to teach
math and start the college’s general education program. He served as interim associate dean
during the 1995-96 academic year, then returned to teaching for a year before his permanent
appointment as associate dean.
Gray earned a bachelor’s degree from Whitworth College in Spokane, Wash., in 1969,
and a master’s degree in vocational rehabilitation from the University of Northern Colorado in
1972.
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